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Greetings from Central University of Gujarat
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Indian Knowledge Tradition is not just a subject but a way of life

- Speakers presented addresses during the inaugural session of a three-day
international conference on "Indian Knowledge Traditions: Continuity and
Significance”

Gandhinagar. Despite having the Indian Institute of Management, there is a need
for an Institute of Indian Management. Indian knowledge traditions are a rich
heritage, and we should take pride in our glorious tradition, said Dr. Bhagyesh Jha,
the President of the Gujarat Literary Academy. Addressing the inaugural session of
the three-day international conference organized by the Centre for Health, Culture,
and Personality Development at Central University of Gujarat on Thursday, he
emphasized that the Bhagavad Gita advocates Attitude, Skill, and Knowledge as
devotion, wisdom, and action, respectively, providing a new direction in life.

Dr. Jha highlighted the importance of teachers in the duty-centric society of Indian
knowledge traditions, connecting them to our ancient culture. The best example of
education in our tradition is Arjuna, who excelled not only in the art of war but also
in other fields. India has remained a diverse cultural democracy. Our five facets of
travel, food, clothing, language, and devotion define our cultural identity.

Addressing the gathering, Prof. Neerja Arun Gupta, Vice-Chancellor of Gujarat
University, stated that Indian knowledge has preserved our society, ensuring the
conservation of a civilization that continuously evolves. Indian knowledge tradition
is a journey of self-introduction starting with 'Swa,' and it is essential to integrate it
into the initial studies of every subject. There is no need for us to seek validation
from Western countries for the validity of our knowledge. Our knowledge source is
the proof of our existence.

While presenting a special address, social thinker Ashwini Sharma stated that India
IS the birthplace of humanity. A few years ago, the construction of the Ram Temple
was just a mere imagination, but now, it symbolizes the changes happening in the
country. The Ram Temple will guide India as a developed nation. Speaking at the
program, Prof. Sukant Kumar Senapati, Vice-Chancellor of Somnath Sanskrit
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University, said that India is the land of the penance of sages, which is the path of
Indians. With this path, India has become a world guru.

Delivering the keynote address at the program, Prof. Ganti S. Murthy of the IKS
Division of the Ministry of Education discussed the global perspective of Indian
knowledge traditions. He stated that while systems in all traditions are similar, the
perspective differs. The broad and rich viewpoint of Indian knowledge tradition aims
at global well-being.

Spirituality-led culture, the torchbearer of India

While presiding over the program, Prof. Rama Shanker Dubey, Vice-Chancellor of
Central University of Gujarat, emphasized that India's culture is spirituality-led,
featuring a remarkable harmony between physicality and spirituality. He compared
it with Western culture, where the responsibility of a teacher is limited to providing
knowledge, whereas Indian culture demands the holistic development of a student
in body, mind, intellect, and soul. He stressed that the Indian perspective doesn't
merely see a human as a physical entity but perceives them as a unity in diversity.
Deep Prajvalan marked the beginning of the program, and the convenor of the
program, Prof. Atanu Mohapatra, mentioned that the purpose of this conference is
to continuously disseminate the enriched knowledge of Indian knowledge traditions,
allowing us to feel proud of our vast and affluent civilization. Prof. H. B. Patel, the
registrar of the University, welcomed all the guests in his welcome address. It is
noteworthy that the conference witnessed the participation of over 300 researchers,
educators, and scholars from various regions of the country. According to Prof.
Mohapatra, there will be a total of 24 technical and 4 plenary sessions during this
three-day conference.
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With regards,
Your Truly,

Sl sharnra

Dr. Sunil Kumar Sharma

Public Relations Officer

Central University of Gujarat,

Sector-29, Gandhinagar,

Guijarat, India-382030

+91 8963840032

Email I1d — pro@cug.ac.in

Web www.cug.ac.in
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