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India and Nigeria Must Lead the Knowledge Economy of the
Global South: H.E. Geoffrey Onyeama

Vadodara. The School of International Studies at the Central University
of Gujarat (CUG) organised a Distinguished Lecture on July 28, 2025, at
its permanent campus in Kundhela, Vadodara, highlighting the theme
“India—Nigeria Relations @2025”.

The Chief Guest was H.E. Geoffrey Onyeama, former Foreign Minister
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria and a distinguished global diplomat.
Drawing from his extensive experience in international diplomacy and
development, including his tenure at the World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO) in Geneva, Mr. Onyeama delivered a compelling
address on the historical, political, and economic ties between India and
Nigeria, and their growing role in the Global South.

The program began with the traditional lamp-lighting ceremony and the
university's Kulgeet. Prof. Manish, Dean of the School of International
Studies, welcomed the gathering and highlighted the shared legacy of
India and Nigeria—both nations having stood firm against colonialism
and Apartheid, and continuing today as key players in South—South
cooperation.

In his keynote speech, H.E. Onyeama reflected on how India played a
central role in Nigeria’s foreign policy during his tenure, and how both
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India and Nigeria Must Lead the Knowledge Economy of the
Global South: H.E. Geoffrey Onyeama

Vadodara. The School of International Studies at the Central University
of Gujarat (CUG) organised a Distinguished Lecture on July 28, 2025, at
its permanent campus in Kundhela, Vadodara, highlighting the theme
“India—Nigeria Relations @2025”.

The Chief Guest was H.E. Geoffrey Onyeama, former Foreign Minister
of the Federal Republic of Nigeria and a distinguished global diplomat.
Drawing from his extensive experience in international diplomacy and
development, including his tenure at the World Intellectual Property
Organization (WIPO) in Geneva, Mr. Onyeama delivered a compelling
address on the historical, political, and economic ties between India and
Nigeria, and their growing role in the Global South.

The program began with the traditional lamp-lighting ceremony and the
university's Kulgeet. Prof. Manish, Dean of the School of International
Studies, welcomed the gathering and highlighted the shared legacy of
India and Nigeria—both nations having stood firm against colonialism
and Apartheid, and continuing today as key players in South—South
cooperation.

In his keynote speech, H.E. Onyeama reflected on how India played a
central role in Nigeria’s foreign policy during his tenure, and how both
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countries continue to work closely in areas such as trade, democracy,
defence, cultural exchange, and people-to-people ties.

He emphasized the strategic transition of the global economy from
traditional manufacturing and trade to a knowledge-based economy,
noting that intellectual property, innovation, and intangible assets now
form the backbone of real economic power. “India and Nigeria must lead
the way in ensuring that the Global South is no longer just a participant,
but a driver of this transformation,” he said.

The Vice-Chancellor of the University, Prof. Rama Shanker Dubey,
chaired the session and extended a heartfelt welcome to the distinguished
guest. He praised the long-standing friendship between India and Nigeria,
calling it a partnership rooted in mutual respect, shared struggles, and
common aspirations.

The lecture concluded with a vote of thanks delivered by the Registrar,
Professor H.B. Patel, who applauded Mr. Onyeama’s insightful address
and reaffirmed CUG’s commitment to nurturing global perspectives
among its students.

The event marked a significant moment in academic diplomacy and
underlined the deepening of Indo—Nigerian ties as both nations stride
forward in shaping the future of the developing world.
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With regards,
Your Truly,

il

Public Relations Officer
Central University of Gujarat,
Kundhela, Vadodara

Gujarat, India

+918963840032
Email Id -

Web www.cug.ac.in
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