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Greetings from Central University of Gujarat
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Contribution of Thinkers and Educators in India’s Rich Educational
Tradition

- Experts speak at the two-day national seminar at CUG
- Rajmata Shubhangini Raje Gaekwad, Chancellor of Maharaja
Sayajirao University, addressed the session

Vadodara. The two-day national seminar, jointly organized by the
School of International Studies at Central University of Gujarat (CUG)
and the Atal Bihari Vajpayee Institute of Policy Research and
International Studies (AIPRIS) at Maharaja Sayajirao University of
Baroda (MSU), was inaugurated by Rajmata Shubhangini Raje Gaekwad,
the Chancellor of MSU, as the Chief Guest. On Thursday, at the
permanent campus in Kundhela, during the inaugural session of the
seminar titled "ldeas of India's Eminent Educational Thinkers and
Transformative Education through NEP-2020," Rajmata highlighted that
institutions like CUG and MSU have worked towards advancing the
identity of Gujarat. She emphasized Maharaja Sayajirao Gaekwad’s
contributions to education, noting that even before independence, the
literacy rate in the Baroda state was 100 percent. She also mentioned the
efforts to promote the country's culture and art, which continue to have an
Impact today.

The keynote speaker, social activist Laxman Guntha, remarked that
India's history is glorious, and people from around the world came to
study here. He praised the significant contributions of India’s thinkers and
educators to the country's rich educational tradition. During this session,
Professor Manish, Dean of the School of International Studies at CUG,
delivered the welcome address. He mentioned that academic discussions
between the two institutions would continue, and similar programs would
be organized in the future. Additionally, Professor Amit Dholakia,
Director of AIPRIS, provided information about the Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) between the School of International Studies at
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CUG and AIPRIS at MSU. He also stated that India had already mastered

education even before the British era, and with NEP-2020, India would
once again become the world guru.

Incorporating Spirituality Alongside Materialism in Education

Prof. Dhanesh Patel, Vice Chancellor (In-Charge) of MSU, shared his
thoughts on the contributions made by educational reformers like Acharya
Chanakya, Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar, Swami Vivekananda, Mahatma
Gandhi, Rabindranath Tagore, Maharishi Arvind, and Pandit Madan
Mohan Malaviya. He drew comparisons between the ancient Indian
education system and NEP-2020. During this, Prof. Rama Shanker
Dubey, Vice Chancellor of CUG, who presided over the seminar, spoke
about the guidance provided by Maharaja Sayajirao Gaekwad to Pandit
Madan Mohan Malaviya. He served as the Chancellor of Banaras Hindu
University (BHU) from 1922 to 1929. He noted that earlier, influenced by
Macaulay’s education system, the country followed a Western culture-
based education system. For the first time, Mahamana Malaviya
established BHU, laying the foundation for education based on Indian
values. He believed that the purpose of education is human development.
Our education should integrate materialism with spirituality.

During the session, a book written by MSU PG students on NEP-2020
was launched. It is noteworthy that this two-day seminar will conclude on
Friday at MSU. The University’s Registrar, Prof. H.B. Patel, presented
vote of thanks, while Dr. Preeti Sharma from the School moderated the
session.
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With regards,
Your Truly,

Sl shovrra

Dr. Sunil Kumar Sharma

Central University of Gujarat,
Kundhela, Vadodara

Gujarat, India

+918963840032

Email Id — pro@cug.ac.in

Web www.cug.ac.in
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